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to weakness and fear? Was it not likely that there was more
at the back of the acquiescence of the democracies than mere
lack of resolution?
The whole "biological" basis of German foreign policy is as
fallacious as the hobby-horse of "geopolitics." It is not true
that England and France have "abdicated." Both nations may
well be suffering from weariness, but the German nation should
be able to realize better than any other how quickly such
weariness can be thrown off by regenerative forces which may
give those nations a very different aspect.
The crisis that came on March i5th, 1939, was not the last.
And the signs of a great coalition that began to appear after
the Munich meeting were not the last. Germany will have to
take continual note of them from now on. This coalition may
be formed only at the last moment, and may include States
regarded by Germany as allies and friends. No one will expect
her opponents to be unable to adopt the surprise methods of
National Socialism. Then Germany may have no choice but
to capitulate or go to war. And capitulation would mean
internal collapse. The policy of striving after the maximum
of power and dominion rests on the most disastrous miscon-
ception of the distribution of forces and of the real nature of
effective force.
THE CRISIS
Since the appearance of the first German edition of this book
in the autumn of 1938, the political situation has altered con-
siderably. The sketch I then gave of probable developments
has not proved ill-founded. "Hitler," I wrote, "may push on
in the South-east. With the Gkichschaltung of Slovakia he will
menace the flanks of Poland and Hungary and will have the
means of pushing on into the Ukraine. He will make it more
difficult for a 'sanitary girdle' to be created in this quarter, and